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E.O. 11652: GDS 
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SUBJ: STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS AND THE EARLY CONSTITUTION MOVEMENT 

REF: A. BANGKOK 15777 

B. BANGKOK 15845 

C. BANGKOK 15919 

D. FBIS BANGKOK D120226Z 

E. FBIS BANGKOK D120455Z OCT 73 

SUMMARY: THE NATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF THAILAND HAS 
ISSUED AN ULTIMATUM THAT THE RTG MUST RELEASE THE 
THIRTEEN EARLY CONSTITUTION MOVEMENT DETAINEES BY NOON OCTOBER 
12 OR THE STUDENTS WILL MOVE OFF THE THAMMASAT CAMPUS WHERE OVER 
50,000 HAVE GATHERED FROM SCHOOLS ALL OVER THAILAND. 

THE RTG HAS PREVIOUSLY WARNED THE STUDENTS THAT STREET DEMONSTRATIONS 

ARE ILLEGAL. SHOULD THE RTG MOVE TO SUPPRESS A STREET 

DEMONSTRATION, A FEW CRACKED HEADS WOULD BE POSSIBLE BUT 

NOT CERTAIN IN VIEW OF THE DESIRE OF BOTH SIDES TO 

AVOID VIOLENCE. FACULTY AND PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE STUDENTS 
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CONTINUES TO RUN HIGH. THE RTG MADE PUBLIC SOME OF THE 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


EVIDENCE AGAINST THE THIRTEEN DETAINEES, BUT MANY OBSERVERS 
FEEL THE RTG FAILED TO SUBSTANTIATE ITS CASE. NEVERTHELESS 
INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPER COLUMNISTS HAVE COUNSELLED MODERATION 
AND COMPROMISE TO AVOID BLOODSHED. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE NATIONAL STUDENT CENTER OF THAILAND HAS ISSUED AN 
ULTIMATUN GIVING THE RTG UNTIL NOON OCTOBER 13 TO RELEASE 
THE EARLY CONSTITUTION MOVEMENT (ECM) DETAINEES, OR THE 
STUDENTS WILL TAKE TO THE STREETS. ALTHOUGH THE NSCT 
WILL PROBABLY TRY TO KEEP ANY STREET DEMONSTRATIONS 
PEACEFUL, THE RTG STAND THAT SUCH DEMONSTRATIONS ARE 
ILLEGAL IMPLIES THAT IT WILL SUPPRESS THEM FORCEABLY IF 
NECESSARY. 

2. STUDENT LEADERS HAVE PLEDGED THAT THEY ARE COMMITTED TO 
A PEACEFUL DEMONSTRATION, AND HAVE CURRIED THEIR PUBLIC 
IMAGE ASSIDUOUSLY BY CONSPICUOUSLY GIVING ALMS AND CLEANING 
UP AFTER THEMSELVES. 

3. FOR THE FIRST TIME UNIVERSITY TEACHING STAFFS ARE 
OVERWHELMINGLY COMMITTED TO THE STUDENTS' CAUSE. THE 
STAFF OF THAMMASAT IS MEETING AMONG ITSELF AND WITH THE 
STUDENTS. STAFF MEMBERS HAVE ALSO ADDRESSED THE 
ASSEMBLAGE. THE CHULALONGKORN FACULTY SENATE UNANIMOUSLY 
PASSED A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE SPEEDY RELEASE OF THE 
THIRTEEN DETAINEES, THE EARLY PROCLAMATION OF A 

CONSTITUTION, AND THE RECOGNITION OF FORMS OF EXPRESSION. 

4. PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR THE STUDENTS IS LESS EASY TO 
ASSESS; HOWEVER, THE PUBLIC IS GENEROUSLY CONTRIBUTING 
TO STUDENT COFFERS. A FINANCE MINISTRY OFFICIAL TOLD 
AN EMBASSY OFFICER THAT 20,000 BAHT (1000 DOLLARS) HAD 
BE COLLECTED IN HIS MINISTRY. REPORTEDLY OVER 100,000 

BAHT ($5000) HAS BEEN COLLECTED ALL TOGETHER. MONEY IS ALSO 
COMING IN FROM OVERSEAS THAI STUDENT OGANIZATION. 

5. DEMONSTRATIONS ARE ALSO IN PROGRESS AT UPCOUNTRY 
SCHOOLS. LARGE RALLIES IN CHIANG MAI HAVE INCLUDED THE 
TEACHER TRAINING COLLEGE FOR THE FIRST TIME, 
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AND STUDENTS FROM THE AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE WILL PROBABLY 
JOIN. CHIANG MAI AREA STUDENTS ARE FILTERING INTO 
BANGKOK, BUT THE POLICE SPECIAL BRANCH HAS STOPPED SOME 
BUSLOADS OF STUDENTS HEADING FOR BANGKOK. A PAMPHLET 
SIGNED BY THE "NORTHERN STUDENT CENTER" IN CHIANG MAI 
CALLED FOR A RALLY IN THAT CITY AND THE OVERTHROW OF 
THE "ILLEGAL" GOVERNMENT. 
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6. DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER PRAPHAT CHARU SATHIEN IS 
DIRECTIING THE RTG RESPONSE FROM THE SAFETY OF THE 
COMMUNIST SUPPRESSION OPERATIONS COMMAND (CSOC) HEAD- 
QUARTERS. NEWSPAPER REPORTS QUOTED PRAPHAT OCTOBER 1 1 
AS VOWING THAT THE NEW CONSTITUTION WILL BE READY IN 

20 MONTHS (REF D) INSTEAD OF THE FORMER PREDICTION OF 
THREE YEARS. HE HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY QUOTED OVER THE 
LAST COUPLE DAYS AS SAYING THAT IF POLICE INVESTIGATIONS 
CLEAR ANY DETAINEES, THEY WILL BE IMMEDIATELY RELEASED. 

THESE ANNOUNCEMENTS HAVE APPARENTLY NOT WEAKENED 
STUDENT DETERMINATION. 

7. IN THE PUBLIC EYE. THE RTG BUNGLED ITS CHANCE TO 
SUPPORT ITS CHARGES OF CONSPIRACY AGAINST THE ECM WHEN 
THE SPECIAL BRANCH AIRED SOME OF ITS EVIDENCE ON THE 
EVENING TELEVISION NEWS OCTOBER 11. MOST OF THE EVIDENCE 
SEEMED TO BE ANTI-GOVERNMENT POSTERS, SOME WRITINGS IN 
CHINESE, AND TEXTBOOKS. ONE NEWSPAPER CHARACTERIZED 
THESE MATERIALS AS "USUALLY PUBLICLY SOLD IN THE LOCAL 
MARKET ANYWAY ". WHETHER OR NOT THE SPECIAL BRANCH 
ACTUALLY SEIZED ANY DAMAGING MATERIALS.A SOURCE AT 
THAMMASAT HAS SAID THAT FACULTY MEMBERS AND STUDENTS 
DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THE RTG HAS PRESENTED A STRONG CASE. 

THEY THEREFORE WILL CONTINUE TO SUPPORT THE DEMONSTRATIONS. 

8. THE GOVERNMENT SEIZED MOST OF THE MATERIALS FROM 

THE LAW OFFICES OF FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT, KHAISAENG 
SUKSAI. THREE OF THE ARRESTED STUDENTS, PRIDI BUNSUE, 

A THAMMASAT POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT; BOONSONG CHALETHOM, 
DEPUTY SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE NSCT, AND THANYA 
CHUNKATHATHARN, A THAMMASAT POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENT 
AND CONTRIBUTOR TO "MAHARAT" WEEKLY MAGAZINE; LIVED AT 
KHAISAENG'S OFFICE. THANYA IS KNOWN IN STUDENT CIRCLES 
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AS A "LEFTIST", AND THE ASSOCIATIONS OF THE STUDENT 
GOVERNMENT CRITICS WITH KHAISAENG QUITE PROBABLY 
PREJUDICED THE ECM IN RTG EYES. 

9. STUDENT SPEAKERS ADDRESSED A FEW ANTI-AMERICAN 
STATEMENTS TO THE THRONG AT THAMMASAT UNIVERSITY FOR 
THE FIRST TIME OCOTBER 1 1 . SOME OF THE STATEMENTS 
CRITICIZED US AID TO THE POLICE, WHO ARE SEEN AS THE 
STUDENTS' OPPRESSORS. OTHERS ACCUSED THE RTG LEADERSHIP 
OF BEING AMERICAN LACKEYS. ANTI-AMERICANISM IS A BELATED 
AND SUBSIDIARY ISSUE, HOWEVER. 

10. WITH THE INCREASING POSSIBLITY OF CONFRNTATION, 
INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPER COLUMNISTS HAVE COUNSELLED 
MODERATION. THIA-LANGUAGE "PRACHATHIPATAI, " WHOSE 
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EDITORIAL STAFF CONSTITUTED SEVEN SIGNATURES TO THE ECM 
PETITION, CALLED OCTOBER 12 FOR BOTH SIDES TO "STAND 
STILL FOR A SECOND AND THINK OF THEIR BEING 
THAI, IN ORDER THAT THE TENSE SITUATION CAN BE RECTIFIED 
THROUGH COMPROMISE.” COLUMNIST SON THALAY IN THE 
THAI-LANGUAGE "DAILY NEWS" ASKED OCTOBER 12 THAT THE RTG 
NOT TAKE DRASTIC ACTION AGAINST THE STUDENTS SINCE "WE 
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ARE ALL THAIS AND SHOULD THEREFORE RESORT TO A COMPROMISE." 
HOWEVER, INFLUENTIAL NEWSPAPERMAN KUKRIT PRAMOTE HAS 
INDIRECTLY SUGGESTED THAT THE RTG LEADERSHIP RESIGN (REF E). 

11. COMMENT: THE NSCT ULTIMATUM COULD STIMULATE A 
CRESCENDO WITHIN THE NEXT 24 HOURS. THE RTG COULD CON- 
SIDERABLY COOL OFF THE SITUATION BY RELEASING SOME OF THE 
DETAINEES, BUT IT IS OBVIOUSLY RELUCTANT TO KNUCKLE 
UNDER IN THE NOT NAIVE BELIEF THAT CONCESSIONS TEND TO 
PRODUCE OUTRAGEOUS FUTURE DEMANDS. VIOLENCE IS 
POSSIBLE, BUT GIVEN PRESSURES FOR COMPROMISE AND THE THAI 
TALENT TO AVOIDING BLOODSHED, WE BELIEVE THAT THE RTG 
AND THE STUDENTS WILL AGREE ON A WAY OUT WITHIN THE NEXT 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


FEW DAYS. IN THE LONG TERM, BOREDOM MAY PLAY A GREATER 
ROLE THAN ANY OTHER FACTOR. THE PROBLEM OF STUDENT 
AND POPULAR DISCONTENT WITH A SLUGGISH GOVERNMENT 
WILL PLAGUE THAI POLITICAL LEADERS FOR SOME TIME TO 
COME, HOWEVER. WHEN THEY GET OVER THIS CRISIS, 

THANOM AND PRAPHAT SHOULD EXPECT PERSISTENT AND SHARPER 
CHALLENGES TO THE POWER THEY HAVE SHARED OVER THE LAST 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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